The Detection and Interpretation of Interaction Effects Between Continuous Variables in Multiple Regression.
issues in the detection and interpretation of interaction effects between quantitative variables in multiple regression analysis are discussed. Recent articles by Cronbach (1987) and Dunlap and Kemery (1987) suggested the use of two transformations to reduce "problems" of multicollinearity. These transformations are discussed in the context of the conditional nature of multiple regression with product terms. It is argued that although additive transformations do not affect the overall test of statistical interaction, they do affect the interpretational value of regression coefficients. Factors other than multicollinearity that may account for failures to observe interaction effects are noted.